
 
 

To the Owners and Operators of Short-Term Rental 
Accommodations in South Bruce Peninsula 
 
April 7, 2020 
 
The Province continues to work on ways to protect Ontarians.  This letter is to provide 
information to the owners and operators of short-term rental accommodations in South Bruce 
Peninsula regarding your business practices during the COVID19 pandemic. 
 
Short-term rental accommodations are NOT considered by the Province to be an essential 
service.  The Province has ordered as follows: 
 

Short term rentals 
3. (1) Every person who provides short term rentals in rental accommodations shall 
ensure that any rentals booked after April 4, 2020 are only provided to individuals who 
are in need of housing during the emergency period. 
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply in respect of hotels, motels and student residences.   

 
Attached you will see the set fines for anyone contravening the Provincial Order as per the 
offences section of the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act, 1990, as amended.  
There are serious ramifications for continuing to operate during the Provincial order, both for 
your company and the cottage/home owners. 
 
What does this mean for short-term rental accommodation owners and operators?  You cannot 
continue to rent during the declared emergency unless the renter has no other home in Canada-
you will be required to provide proof.  This applies without exception to all short-term rental 
businesses including cottage rentals and Airbnb’s.  We understand that you may have rentals 
currently in your units.  The rental units should be empty by Friday at noon-we will be 
patrolling and enforcing the Provincial Order by that time.   
 
If you have questions about how the provincial orders impact your business, please contact the 
Province of Ontario Stop the Spread Business Information Line at 1-888-444-3659. 
 
We are experiencing unprecedented times and everyone must do their part.  Together we can 
make a difference. 
 
Yours very truly, 
 
 
Brad McRoberts, MPA, P. Eng.,  
Chief Administrative Officer 
 
 
 
 



Excerpt from the 
Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act, 1990,  

as amended 
 
Offences 
7.0.11 (1) Every person who fails to comply with an order under subsection 7.0.2 (4) or 
who interferes with or obstructs any person in the exercise of a power or the 
performance of a duty conferred by an order under that subsection is guilty of an 
offence and is liable on conviction, 
(a) in the case of an individual, subject to clause (b), to a fine of not more than $100,000 
and for a term of imprisonment of not more than one year; 
(b) in the case of an individual who is a director or officer of a corporation, to a fine of 
not more than $500,000 and for a term of imprisonment of not more than one year; and 
(c) in the case of a corporation, to a fine of not more than $10,000,000.  2006, c. 13, 
s. 1 (4). 
Separate offence 
(2) A person is guilty of a separate offence on each day that an offence under 
subsection (1) occurs or continues.  2006, c. 13, s. 1 (4). 
Increased penalty 
(3) Despite the maximum fines set out in subsection (1), the court that convicts a person 
of an offence may increase a fine imposed on the person by an amount equal to the 
financial benefit that was acquired by or that accrued to the person as a result of the 
commission of the offence.  2006, c. 13, s. 1 (4). 
Exception 
(4) No person shall be charged with an offence under subsection (1) for failing to 
comply with or interference or obstruction in respect of an order that is retroactive to a 
date that is specified in the order, if the failure to comply, interference or obstruction is in 
respect of conduct that occurred before the order was made but is after the retroactive 
date specified in the order.  2006, c. 13, s. 1 (4). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.canlii.org/en/on/laws/stat/rso-1990-c-e9/latest/rso-1990-c-e9.html#sec7.0.2subsec4_smooth


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 


